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Quarterly State Meetings & Dates 
The August Quarterly Full Board Meeting has 
been canceled.  The decision to cancel was 
made by vote of the Full Board in fall of 2009 
and only applies to the  August 2010 meeting. 
 
The Executive Board will be having a Meeting 
and Board Development on September 10-12 in 
Ocala.  The Audit committee will hold a meeting 
Oct 9-10 in Ocala.  Contact the Treasurer if you 
are interested in serving on this committee.  
 
The hotel for our November 6, 2010, Leadership 
Summit is at the Best Western, at 3701 S.W. 38 
Ave., Ocala, FL 34474 (352)237-4848, located 
West of I-75 (exit #350). If you send in a hotel 
application with payment (page 10 & 11), then 
your room reservation will be made by FFCCHA.   
All meetings will held be at CDS, 1601 NE 25 
Ave., Ocala, FL  34470.  Directions:   From I-75 
take exit 354 & go east approximately 5 miles 
to NE 25 Ave. (Shell station on Left corner).  Turn 
left, then right into Skylark Plaza, to the CDS 
building (Child Development Services). 
 

Latino Council, Area/Chapter Rep 
Meetings 
Due to the Leadership Summit, the Latino 
Council, Area & Chapter Rep. meeting times will 
not be during the usual times.  The new times 
will be announced in the October issue.   

Issue  

Child care has given me the opportunity to continually, seriously, and 

mostly joyfully play.  Our yards should be more like a backyard that can be 

explored and have more adventures. We might develop varied places with a 

genuine sense of place, beauty, variety, and elements of surprise and 

mystery. 

 

When I think of my own childhood, during the summer I hardly ever went 

into my house to stay. I was outside from early morning to dusk. I played 

with my friends doing everything from climbing in the trees, adventuring 

into the vineyards, playing softball, riding bikes and anything I knew I 

could do. I explored in the woods and in the cotton fields. I was allowed to 

have a great childhood. 

 

My wish for the children in my care would be to have some of the 

experiences I had as a child and to make certain to make it happen for them. 

I want them to have the sense of wonder, the opportunity to explore bugs, 

insects, plants, water, sand etcé To make wonderful childhood memories 

of time spent with each other, developing bonds I hope are never broken.  

 

I hope everyone plays with the children in their care. Happy summer to 

everyone!  

 

Laurie Nelesen,  

FFCCHA President 



Calendar of Events 2010 
July 2010 Mensaje del Presidente 

July 
15-17 NAFCC Conference, Nashville, TN 
21-23 One Goal Summer Conference, Tampa, FL 
 

Aug   
 FFCCHA Full Board Meeting canceled  
17  Newsletter Deadline for articles in October  

 

Sept 
10-12 Executive Board Development and meeting 

 

Oct  

1-3  FL AEYC 55th Conference, Orlando 
3-10 Caribbean 7 night Cruise fundraiser 
9-10 Audit Committee Meeting, Ocala 
22 Reservations due for Nov hotel & 
 Leadership Summit 

 

Nov 
3-6 NAEYC conference, Anaheim, CA 

5 Executive Board Meeting, Ocala 
6 Leadership Summit, Ocala 
7 Full Board Meeting, Ocala 
17  Newsletter Deadline for articles in Jan  
 

Dec 
31  Deadline for FFCCHA conference 

 workshop proposals 

 

Jan  
5 Application deadline for Executive Board 

 positions: Fundraising, Vice President, 
 Legislative Liaison, Area Rep Coordinator, 
 Latino Liaison and Full Board:  all Odd # 
 Area Reps 
 

 

El cuido de niños me ha dado la oportunidad de continuamente, seriamente y 

más que todo la completa felicidad de jugar.  Nuestros patios deben ser más 

que todo un patio para explorar y tener más aventuras.  Debemos desarrollar 

varios lugares con sentido genuino de lugar, de belleza, variedad y elementos 

de sorpresa y misterio. 

  
Cuando pienso en mi propia niñez, durnte el verano casi no iba dentro de mi 

casa a jugar.  Estaba afuera desde temprano en la mañana hasta el atarde-

cer.  Yo jugaba con mis amigos haciendo lo que fuera desde trepando árboles, 

aventurando en los viñedos, jugando pelota, corriendo bicicletas y cualquier 

cosa que pudiera hacer.  Yo exploré en los bosques y el los campos de al-

godón.  Se me permitió tener una gran niñez. 

 

Mi deseo para los niños a mi cuidado es que tengan algunas de las experien-

cias que yo tuve cuando niña y estar segura de que haré lo 

mismo con ellos.  Quiero que tengan el sentido de curiosear, la oportunidad 

de explorar insectos, plantas, agua, arena, etc...  Para tener memorias maravil-

losas del tiempo que compartimos el uno con el otro, desarrollando lazos que 

espero nunca se rompan. 

 

Espero todos jueguen con sus niños en sus lugares de cuido.  Feliz verano 

para todos! 

 

Laurie Nelesen,  

FFCCHA Presidente 
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Credential Scholarship News ï More funds available!! 
FFCCHA Awards over $ 9,000.00 

Submitted by: Diane Brown, FFCCHA Scholarship Chair 

 

This past fiscal year, from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, FFCCHA was awarded a grand total of $9,098.50 for partial or full scholarships to 33 

providers to obtain credentials. We want to thank DCF- Department of Children and Families for the majority of funding support, $9,000.00 

total awarded. 

Congratulations to recipients on their accomplishments! 
Credential scholarships recipients are: 

Master Provider-  Regina McGlocking 

Second Helping  Train -the-Trainer -  Gwen Wilson, Diane Brown, Arleen Lambert, Jenny Turnquest, Cecily Roberts,  Barbaran Williams 

NAFCC Observer-   Eva Anderson, Dorothy Duck                                                                                                 

NAFCC Accreditation-   Ann Marie Timot, Melissa Hines, Janice  McClain, Barbara Cavanaugh, Renae Ellis, Amanda Wallace, Bernice 

Smarte, Gwen Wilson, Maribel Mercado, Lynn Gibson, Alethia Dittren, Yolanda Evans, Mayra Marquez, Karla Carnes, Martine Fortan, 
Cynthia Bedford, Deidre Grant, Liz Jimison, Tamika Hamilton,Yolanda Mosley,  Lula Owens, Joseline Nelson, Karan Hiester, Mary Roberts 

 

More funds will be available after July 1, 2010, but they are limited.  Scholarship applications can be printed from our website: 

www.familychildcare.org click on ñFor Providersò  look under the first  bullet ñscholarshipò Find and click on the word  ñcredentialò and print 

it out. Requirement:   Must be a FFCCHA chapter provider for one year without lapse in membership, two letters of recommendations from 

any of the following submitted with completed application: Child Care Agency, Early Learning Coalition, Local FFCCHA Chapter, current 

parent/client from your home, Food Program sponsor, Training Instructor, Licensing, Community or State College.  Note: $ 300/person/year is 

the maximum award: therefore, you must commit to pay the balance on the credentials that exceed $300.  Mail completed application to:  Diane 

Brown, Credential Scholarship Chair, 3531 Martha Street Jacksonville, Florida 32209 or E-mail: Brownskids@comcast.net 



Congratulations to these hard-working 

ladies who have accomplished these 

fantastic Credentials! 

 

Early Childhood Education BS  

Degree 

Area 30  Tamika Hamilton 

 

Director Credential  

Area 30  Tamika Hamilton 

 

CDA 
Area 30  Tamika Hamilton 

 

NAFCC  Accreditation 

Area 21  Annette Eberhart 

 

NAFCC  Re-Accreditation 

Area 15  Tammy Tener 

  7th time 

 

Second Helping 

Area 29  Mary Bess  

  Catherine Carter- 
  Strachan  

  Carolyn Damptey  

  Evvie Fashaw  

  Andrea Frith  

  Carla Gonzalez  

  Shirley Jackson  

  Marquelita Jeanty  

  Alexandria Lawson  

  Jasmine McCray  

  Lois Mercury  

  Vivian Morrison  
  Patricia Oliver  

  Dorothy Taylor  

THE GRAPEVINE  
Published Quarterly: January, April, July, and  

October 
Submit Ads and Articles to 

Newsletter Editor, Joyette Master 

2755 Aragon Terr, Lake Mary, FL  32746 
newsgrapevine@gmail.com 

ñEnhancing our Mindsé2010ò Updates 
by Tammy Tener, Executive Director 

 

 

 

Special thanks goes to the conference team members for doing all the work to help make the 
conference to run very smoothly this year:  Coordinator & Marketing:  Tammy Tener, Assistant 
Coordinator (Pre-Conference & Registration):  Abbie Bill, Exhibitors:  Barbara Cavanaugh, 
Workshops:  Karen Dixon, Advertising:  Tina Lawler, Anne Brooks, Awards:  Connie Foster, 
CEUs:  Lisa & Bernard Anes, Décor/Theme:  Carole Caffentzis, Free Resources:  Cindy Sebastian, 
LaRay Thompson, Fundraising Tables:  Martha Orcutt, Bernie Heikkila, Hostesses/volunteers:  
Cathy McCoy, Karla Carnes, Photographer:  Sande Harper, Program Book Layout:  Mary Tingiris 
And Thanks to everyone who helped to make it a huge success: 
 

300 attendees including FCC providers, ELC staff, presenters, legislators, and exhibitors from 
30 Florida counties and 8 states! 

20 Early Learning Coalitions who sponsored providers to attend: Alachua(15), Big Bend(7), 
Brevard(6), Clay, Nassau, Baker & Bradford(4), Escambia(2), Hillsborough(4), Lake(6), 
Marion(3), Miami-Dade and Monroe(3), Orange(27), Osceola(9), Pasco and Hernando
(4), Pinellas(3), Putnam/St. Johns(3), Santa Rosa(6), Sarasota(14), Seminole(4), 
Southwest Florida (5), and the Tampa YMCA Early Head Start (15) 

5 Mind Sponsors: Child Care Services- DCF, The Early Childhood Initiative  Foundation,  
 A Plus Insurance Agency, Lakeshore Learning Materials, Alisha Ghazvini-Budd Bell 

Scholarship  
39 Exhibitors: A Plus Insurance, American Fund Raising  Company, Inc., AWI - Office of Early 
[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ .ŜŎƪŜǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ .ƻŎŀ .ŜǘƘΣ .ƭǳŜ /ƘŀƛǊ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ //Ωǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜǘƛƳŜΣ 
Coordinated Child Care of Pinellas, Inc., Cross Roads to Success, Discount School Supply, 
Discovery Toys, Diva Sizes, Early Start, Everything Beautiful, FFCCHA, FL AEYC, Florida 
Poison Control Center ς Tampa, Fun Science, Heart Felt CPR, Inner Vision, Kaplan Early 
Learning Company, Lakeshore Learning Materials, Little Folk Felts, Mary Kay Cosmetics, 
Mr. AL, Monumental Life Insurance, Music with Mar , NAFCC , Oasis Publications, 
PathFinders Unlimited Inc., Patricia Dischler, Quiet Elegance, S & D Instructional 
Services, School Specialty, Sofscape Caribe Inc., {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊǎōǳǊƎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CƻǊǳƳ 
T.E.A.C.H./WAGE$, Time to Sign, Usborne Books & More   

53 Presenters:  visit www.familychildcare.org, select conference, see Program book for list 
11 providers with Parent Sponsors from the 

FCC Homes of:  Rendy Bethel-Avila, Abbie 
Bill, Bernie Heikkila, Naomi Helligar, Karan 
Hiester, Ilis Holder, Kristina Larson, Cheryl 
Loomis, Lucia Santiago, Tammy Tener, 
Gwen Wilson 

Over 100 hostesses and volunteers for 
workshops and helpers- see page 23 of 
Program book 

Donations  for 36 centerpiece prizes for  
Luncheon tables and over 100 other door  
prizes 

Sheraton Sand Key Resort for reception at the 
provider celebration night and hospitable  
staff 

Spouses and families who support our in-home  
business and our volunteer time & work for  
FFCCHA 

Credentials 

Awards 
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For Your  

Information:  

 
Notary services will be offered at the 

meetings and any Association func-
tions for a fee of $6.00 which includes 
a $3.00 donation back to our FFCCH 
Associationôs general funds.   
 

Please contact me if interested:  
Renae Ellis (954) 549-6800 or email: 

babyville5811@yahoo.com. 

Members of FFCCHA who serve on Early 

Learning Coalitions include: 

Gwen Wilson, Private Provider Rep, Marion 
County;  Jackie Fountaine, FCC Advisor,  
Sarasota;  Janet Dixon, Putnam/St. John;  
Maria Kitchen, FCC Rep, Alachua County;  
Maribel Mercado, FCC Rep, Osceola County;  
Karan Hiester, Flagler/Volusia County; Anne 
Brooks, Pinellas County. 

http://www.toynana.com/
http://www.familychildcare.org


 
Submitted by:  Barbara 

Cavanuagh, Chapter 
Coordinator 

 

All new and current 

Chapter Representatives are still working 

in the same direction of making strong 
Chapters and promoting professionalism.   

 

Thank you, to all that attended the May 

Quarterly meeting and FFCCHAôs 18th 
Annual Conference. As always, your 

attendance and input is always needed 

and wanted. Remember  that our next 
meeting will be November 6th Leadership 

Summit in Ocala and will start promptly 

at 8:00am and will last until 5:00pm & 
Quarterly Meeting on Sunday November 

7th at 8:00am to 12 noon. 

 

Chapter Representatives from Areas 11,  
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 are  

responsible for Door Prizes valued at 

$25.00 each to bring for the November 
6th and 7th 2010 Leadership Summit in 

Ocala. The Full Board meeting will be 

Sunday November 7th . 
  

A BIG welcome to our newest chapter: 

Panhandle Family Childcare Home 

Association and as of July 1, a big 
welcome to Randee Tolbert as the new 

President and Chapter Rep for SPICE 

Association.  

  

Reps must submit a Talk of the Town 

article to ffcchaCR@yahoo.com about 

someone special from Area 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10 & 11 by August 17, 2010 for 

the October issue. 

 
I will be your Chapter Coordinator 

through June 30, 2010. Debbie Pintar will 

be your wonderful NEW Chapter 
Coordinator for the next 2 year term 

beginning July 1, 2010 ï June 30 2012. 

The email address ffcchacr@yahoo.com 

will still be the address to correspond 
with Debbie. 
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Tamika Hamilton 
Area 30 Broward County 

 

A licensed provider since October 2005 doing business as Little Bethelites 
Preschool and Childcare.  Currently serving 1-5 years of age, including VPK, 
Tamika Hamilton is a childcare provider that does not know the meaning of the 
ǿƻǊŘ άŎŀƴΩǘέΦ  She has her Director Credential and National CDA.  She operates a 
large family child care home which does not sound like a great feat in and of 
ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜέ ǘƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
song.  Tamika applied to become a large family child care home last year, but was 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ 
not allowed.  Tamika could have just given up at that point, but she decided that 
someone had to advocate for an increase of quality child care in her city and 
families were depending on her. Tamika went before the City Commission on 
several occasions, sat through long meetings at night after caring for children all 
day, garnered community support (including staff from Family Central, Broward 
County Child Care Licensing, and members from the Broward Family Child Care 
Association), and eventually got the City Commissioners to agree to allow any 
family child care home in the application process to become a large family child 
care home.  
 
During this long process, Tamika encouraged all family child care providers in her 
city to apply to become large family child care homes so that they would be able 
to take advantage of this window of opportunity.  Several providers were able to 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳƛƪŀΩǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΦ  But the story does not end 
there.  As a result of her efforts, Tamika joined the Broward Family Child Care 
Association and has decided to apply to serve on the local Board.  Tamika also 
serves as a Chapter Representative on the FFCCHA Full Board.   
 
In addition, she has taken advantage of every opportunity afforded her:  she 
cares for School Readiness children; offers the VPK program; is on the Food 
Program; uses the Family Central Resource Mobile to check out early childhood 
items; and is involved in QRS so that she can continue to improve the quality of 
her program.  She tutors past and current children from childcare for free.  The 
most exciting news is that Tamika earned her B.A. in Elementary Education on 
April 13 and used the WAGES program to help her pay for her education!  In May, 
she began the graduate program for curriculum and instruction.  She is currently 
applying to begin the process of NAFCC accreditation.  
 
²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΥ άL ƭƻǾŜ 
children and I knew it was my destiny to work with them.  As a correctional 
officer for almost 8 years, I knew that one day I would serve children.  I just did 
not know to what magnitude.  This is my passion and I will not change it for any 
other job.  L ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻΗ  aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜΦέ 

 Tamika is truly an inspiration to others and demonstrates what commitment and 
advocacy are all about.  

mailto:ffcchaCR@yahoo.com
mailto:ffcchacr@yahoo.com


We had a lot to award at our May 
quarterly meeting. The top 3 chapters for 

the 4th quarter were:  

FPSCCA - Area 22,  

SPICE- Area 24  

APCID - Area 30. Great job! 

The winner of the SONY digital camera 
from the ñPicture Thisò membership 

campaign was:  

Andrea McLaren-Bell.  

Congratulations! 

Charlotte County FCCHA was the 

winner of the 2010 conference 

registration. Way to Go! 

As my term is coming to a close I just 

want to say thank you for allowing me to 

work on behalf of FFCCHA membership. 

It truly has been a great experience.   

*Chapters, remember that all checks must have 

two signatures on them. Any check received 

with one signature on them will be sent back to 

chapter. 

 If you have any questions or 

concerns about your membership, you 

can contact Karla Carnes at  

(904) 781-4495 or email me at 

grammysplace@comcast.net  

**Membership position is vacant 

please apply if you would like to 

serve on the Executive Board. 

The Grapevine, a publication of FFCCHA, Inc. July 2010 

Visit us on the web at www.familychildcare.org          Page 05 

ñHang 10 in 2010, 

Catch the Membership 

Waveò 

There were twenty seven mentors. Of the twenty-seven, nine are in a provisional status because requested 

paperwork or mentoring hours were not completed on time.  The following providers will be sent letters as to their 

removal from the Mentor Program because of non-compliance with the guidelines: Sheree Harvin, Karan Heister, 

Deidra Johnson, Mildred Jones, Laurie Nelesen and Bettye Wilson.  If you have any questions please e-mail or call 

me.  If there are any questions, contact Abbie Bill, Mentor Program Chair 9207 Edgemont Lane, Boca Raton, FL 

33434 Phone 561-482-6038 or E-mail:  FLMentorpgm@aol.com 

Family Child Care M.E.N.T.O.R. Program 

mailto:grammysplace@comcast.net
mailto:FLMentorpgm@aol.com


Latino News 
Submitted by Marilyn Morales 

     

Fue un placer pasar tiempo con todas 

ustedes en nuestra conferencia.  Les ani-

mo a compartir todas sus experiencias 

positivas con sus compañeras y anímen-

las a empezar a planificar para que pue-

dan asistir el próximo año.  Mi mayor 

deseo es que sigamos trabajando juntas 

y enfocándonos en el logro de nuestros 

objetivos.  Latinos Unidos... una sola voz! 

It was a pleasure spending time with all 

of you at our conference.  I encourage 

you to share all your positive experiences 

with your fellow providers and encourage 

them to start planning on attending the 

conference next year.  Iôm looking for-

ward to working together and focusing in 

achieving our goals. Latinos Unidos...una 

sola voz! 
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Tips and Tricks 
One of my favorite things to do for the kids was to make new dress up clothes 
for them. Now is a great time for this ï many second hand stores are full of 
prom dresses and bridesmaids dresses that are on sale now. These are a 
perfect place to start! The long dresses have tons of fabric on them, many 
have sequins and glitter too, or lots of tulle (netting) under the skirts. Itôs much 
cheaper to buy a used dress than to buy sequined material new at a fabric 
store. 

Hereôs a few ways you can use a dress:  Cut a long dress off at about the 
knees all the way around. The piece you cut off, sew a seam onto the cut 
edge and insert elastic. Gather the new skirt together and sew making the 
elastic small enough to fit on a childôs waist. Youôve got a new skirt! 

The remainder of the dress you can sew the sides in a few inches to tighten it 
for a childôs torso, but donôt go too far or worry about it fitting exactly. Take out 
the zipper in the back and instead sew three strips of Velcro horizontally 
across the back: the ñhookò side strips on the outside of the dress, one at the 
waist, one at the middle back, and one close to the neckline. Then sew the 
three fuzzy sides of strips on the inside of the other side of the zipper 
opening, at the same levels as the other set. Now you can make the dress fit 
any size child by closing the back using the Velcro strips. Because they are 
put on horizontally, not vertically, you will have more give as to how big/small 
the dress will be. 

If you find a dress with lots of sequins on the shoulders and/or bodice, cut out 
a bolero jacket from the top, seaming the edges so they donôt fray. Dresses 
with big shoulder pads make especially cool looking bolero jackets. The 
jackets are perfect for kids who want to be the circus master or lion tamer. 

If you find dresses with lots of neat embroidery or sequins along the bottom 
hem, cut the skirts off at the waist, then cut down each side to make two large 
pieces. Gather the top edges and sew to a ribbon to create awesome caps. 
Use Velcro for the ribbon ends to fasten instead of having the children tie 
them, itôs safer for their necks because it will pull apart if they are grabbed or 
get it hooked on something. 

With the top that is left, if it has a zipper up the back, turn it around so the 
zipper is in the front, cutting apart the bottom so that it opens all the way and 
becomes a jacket. Youôll have to sew the bottom of the zipper to keep the 
zipper itself from falling off the bottom of the teeth. You can glue ribbons or 
other embellishments, or pockets, onto the zipper side too to decorate the 
jacket. 

Dresses with long sleeves ï cut the sleeves off, sew a seam on the cut end 
and thread some elastic in, pulling the opening small enough to fit snug on a 
childôs arm. These sleeves can then be pulled up on a childôs arm to add 
sleeves to any ensemble they create! They can also be worn as leg warmer 
type bottoms. 

 Get out your sewing machine, get advice and designs from the kids, and 
create a closet full of fun for your little ones outdoor summer plays! 

 For more great tips, check out my booklet: ñ101 Tips & Tricks: Ideas to make 
your job easier, save you money and save you time in your child care 
business! On sale right now on the products page at: 
www.patriciadischler.com/books.htm.   If you have some great tips to share, 
send them to: contact@patriciadischler.com , putting ñNEWSLETTER TIPSò 
in the subject line to be included in the next newsletter! 

Whatôs New for FFCCHA 
 

The Florida Family Child Care Home Association ap-
plied to the Registry and as of March 24, 2010, has 
been provisionally approved as a training sponsor by 
the Palm Beach County Early Childhood Registry for a 
period of one (1) year.  The Registry is committed to 
raising the quality of early childhood care through 
education and high-quality training. Some Benefits of 
Registry membership include:  1) Approval to provide 
in-service training to participants in the Quality Im-
provement System (QIS).  2) Placement of Registry-
approved public training events on the Registry web-
site training calendar www.pbcregistry.org  3) Palm 
Beach County FCC providers participating in the QIS 
can apply for SEEK registration scholarships to attend 
approved FFCCHA trainings.  Tammy Tener and con-
ference workshop chair, Karen Dixon, submitted pa-
perwork to the registry so that our 12 hour training 
ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ муǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
aƛƴŘǎ ƛƴ нлмлέ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
stated on the conference certificate. 
 

Whatôs New for DCF 
 

Effective July 1, 2010 - there will be a small fee re-
quired for new and renewal DCF family child care 
registration and licensing:  Registration $25, License 
$50, and Large License $75. 

http://www.patriciadischler.com/books.htm
http://us.mc319.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=contact@patriciadischler.com


Annual Awards 
Submitted by FFCCHA Awards Chair, Connie Foster 

 

Congratulations to the following recipients of FFCCHA awards 

which were presented at the annual conference June 25-27, 2010 in 

Clearwater Beach, FL. 
 

 

Submitted by: Bernadette Heikkila, Fundraiser 

 
FFCCHA Inc. has a recycling table called the ñGo 
Greenò table at every quarterly meeting and at the 
Annual FFCCHA Conference. Itôs going very well, 

but we need more Donations, as the inventory is get-
ting low due to having very good turnouts at the meet-
ings. 
 
Please clean out closets and child care rooms, and if 
thereôs just too much stuff you no longer need, taking 
up space and collecting dust, this is a good way to 
support FFCCHA. It really helps all the providers who 
need more learning materials, but canôt afford to buy 

new. You can bring your donations to the next quar-
terly meeting or if you canôt come, please give your 
donation to your Local Chapter Rep or Area Rep. It 
doesnôt matter how small or large the donation is eve-
rything is appreciated. 
 
Learning materials (new and used) needed for your 
child care business are available, but at a very low 

cost. We have toys, crafts, books, puzzles, activities, 
and some curriculum. When coming to the FFCCHA 
quarterly meeting, please remember to check out the 
ñGo Green Tableò and you will be amazed of all the 
deals for a very low price. Remember,  
 

Lets Make A Deal! 

 

 

 

 

This great fundraiser is still 

underway.  Anyone can partici-

pate easily at anytime from a computer, as you 

can use your email to personalize, print and send 

greeting cards to family, friends or childcare 

parents.  You can upload your own photos for 

your card. 

 

Each card sent will earn $1 for FFCCHA. 

Go to http://ffccha.enthusem.com and start send-
ing special wishes in the comfort of your own 

home. No going out to shop, looking through 

countless cards, when you can pick and choose 

your own style at  

http://ffccha.enthusem.com. Even your friends, 

neighbors and child care parents can use it. Try 

it, youôll like it! Your first card is always free! 

If you have any questions contact Mary Tingiris 

at mtingiris@tampabay.rr.com or please call  

813-962-3905. 

The FFCCHA 

Green Table! 
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FFCCHA.ENTHUSEM 

FUNDRAISER  

2010 Hall of Fame  
Provider:  Abbie Bill 

Advocate:  Linda Alexionok 

 

Outstanding NAFCC Accredited 

Family Child Care Home 

Martine Fortan 

 

Outstanding FFCCHA Chapter 

Quality Family Child Care  

Providers Association 
(Hillsborough County) 

 

AHAP ï Agencies Helping 

Associations Prosper 
Childrenôs Campaign, Inc. 

 

Parent Choice 
1st Place:  Lucia Santiago 

2nd Place:  Barbara Cavanaugh 

3rd Place:  Sherrie Bryant 
 

Area Rep of the Year 

Arleen Lambert, Area 31 

 

Advocate of the Year 
Lynn Gibson 

 

Outstanding Teamwork 
Karan Hiester 

 

Heart Award  
Tammy Tener 

 

Officer of the Year 
Renae Ellis 

 

Volunteer of the Year 
Tammy Tener 

 

Service Awards 

Karla Carnes 
4 years as Membership Officer 

 

Bernard and Lisa Anes 
For many years of volunteer service 

Sponsor of the Year 
Early Learning Coalition  

of Orange County 

 

Keynote Speakers 
Deborah Russo 

Al Rasso 

Ron Mohl 
Scotty Kubin 

Kordie Green, Ph.D. 

 

Mind Sponsors 

 

The Ultimate Mind  

Child Care Services 
Florida Department  

of Children and Families 

 

Innovative Minds 

The Early Childhood  

Initiative Foundation 
 

Caring Minds 

A Plus Insurance 

 

Creative Minds 

Lakeshore Learning Materials 

 

Senator and Representatives 

Representative Peter Nehr, Distict 48 

Representative Bill Heller, District 52 

Representative Rick Kriseman, 
District 53 

Senator Charlie Justice, District 16 

 

Mayor  

Mayor Frank V. Hibbard,  

City of Clearwater 
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Legislative News 
 

2010 Children's Week was a success! 
 

5 days and 4 nights in Tallahassee went by so quickly this year. Luncheons, Dinners, meetings with 

legislators and agency directors and staff were packed into each day. FFCCHA had members that 

helped hang hands on Sunday, attended luncheons and advocacy dinners on Monday, staffed 2 tables 

during Children's day at the Capitol on Tuesday, and walked the halls meeting legislators telling them of our needs for both our 

businesses and the children we serve on Wednesday and throughout  the week in their spare time. Over 2000 pictures have been 

shared with Children's Week, so that they may post them on their web site.  www.childrensweek.org 

Lynn can be contacted after 5 PM at (727) 397-6982 or emailed at Childcarelaws@aol.com 

 

Lynn Gibson with Department of Children and 

Families Secretary George Sheldon and Assistant 

Secretary for Children and Families, U.S. Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services  Carmen R. 

Nazario  

Photos of the hands that were hung  

Submitted by:  Audrey Stewart, Area Rep Coordinator 

 

Area Representatives are needed to work as 

liaisons between providers and community 

partners.  We need more Area Reps to help bridge 

the gap between parents, agency staff, and child 

care advocates to support the professional growth 

and development of quality family child care. 

  

We are currently seeking Area Representatives to 

serve in the following VACANT areas: 1, 2, 4, 5, 

6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 

276, 28, 29, 30 to begin immediately.  All even 

numbered Rep positions are open for a 2 year 

term to start immediately.  Area Rep terms are for 

2 years and are eligible to serve a second 2 year 

term but must resubmit application if they plan to 

serve again.  Please submit an application ASAP if 

you love working with your peers, and sharing 

information.  This is the job for you!   

 

Congratulations to  
Area Rep of the Year:  Arleen Lambert  Area 31, 

Miami-Dade County 

Area Rep News 

Submitted By: Karen Dixon 

 
The results of House Bill 411: Our Bill never made it to the 

Senate floor.  Contact Rep. Galvano, to voice our opinion on 

how wrong this procedure was. 

 

Next time we put together a Bill we want to have several 

House of Representative members on board. 

 

Childrenôs Week: Over 1,000 hands were hung in the Capital 

during Childrenôs Week. 

 

At Childrenôs Week we need to have more representation. 

 

The following motions were approved: 

 

1.  November Hotel Rooms:  Motion from the Executive 

Board: 

The Full Board authorizes the Executive Board to vote on the 

November Room Comps. based on the fiscal outcome from 

Conference.  With options to include pay 1 night (Full), pay 

half, or pay nothing. 

 

2. Going ñGreenò with the Grapevine:  We need to look at 

options to implement this.  Please give your suggestions in the 

suggestion box. 

Quarterly Meeting News 

Page 08         ...quality care from providers with love to share 
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